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rnittee on Fiu•.nce on a bill to authorise the County Court of 
Cherokee county to levy additional taxes for the purpose of 
building a jail house, was taken up-bill read second time and 
ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of Mr Hord, the Senate adjourned until 10 o'clock 
to-morrow n1orning. 

SE~ATE CHAMBER, } 
Thursday, Nov. 15, 1855. 

The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant 
to adjournment. Prnyer by the Chaplaiu-roll called-quo­
rum present. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr. Bryan presented the petition of Samuel S\vart\vont ,vhich 

was read and referred to the committee on the public debt . 
.Mr. White presented the petition of the heirs of John T 

Dillard; referred to the committee on State aff11irs. 
Mr. Grimes, chairu1an of the committee on Finance, made 

the following report: 
The cornmittee on Finance, to 'vhich wns referred a BiJl for 

the reliefof James W. Tieed, have had the same under consid­
eration, and report that from the evidcnco before your commit­
tee it appears that the office of District Attorney for the elev­
enth Judicial District became vncant, that the vacancy was 
filled by Mr. Reed for three several terms, by appointment of 
the Court. But as Mr. Reed was appointed at each term, for 
and during the term uf Court only, be did not, nor does the 
law in such cases require a bund to be tiled in the Comptroll­
er's office. In the absence ofa bond, the only evidence to gov­
ern the Comptroller in such eases, Mr. Reed could not get the 
claim for his services allowed, and therefore has recourse to the 
Legislature. The clerk of the District Court of EI Paso cotinty 
certifies under sen! of his office, that ,Tames \V. Reed was ap­
pointed at the Fall tonn, 1850, and that he continued to per­
form the duties the entire ycal' next ensuing. As Mr. Reed 
performed the duties, your committee are of opinion that it is 
bnt justice that be receive the pay of District Attorney for tho 
time he served as such. They therefore, recommend the passage 
of the Bill for his relief. 

Mr. Grimes, nlso, made the following report: 
The committee on Finance to which was referred a Bill au­

thorizing the transfer of certain Stock Bonds, under certain con• 
ditions, have bad the same under consideration, and find that 
the tranofer was not made in direct conformity to law, but that 



tho transfer was made iu good faith your committee doea not 
doubt, they therefore recommend the paseage of tho Bill, with 
t!Je following amendment-adopted. 

"Provided, that •uch certificate shall not iseue for moro than 
tho sea.le value of the original clt\im." 

Mr. Flanagan, chairman of the committee on Internal Imt 
provements made the following report: 

The committee on Internal Improvements have had before 
them, a Bill to incorporate the Galveston Rope, Cordage and 
Cotton 1nanufactnring company, and belieYing it to be the polh 
cy of t!Je State lof Texas, to foster as far as possible, all such 
cnterprizes within her limit, and particularly when articles are 
proposed to be manutactnred out of our great etaple, thereby 
offering a snppl.Y of rope, &e, without calling on Kentucky and 
_Missouri. Toe Committee recommend the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Flanagan, also made the following report: 
The committee on Internal lmprovemente, have hod before 

them a Bill to incorporate the Galveston Ice Company, and after 
due exarnination of the same, co1ne to ~the conclusion that it is a 
hun1ane enterpri!!:e, from the fncts following: It is snid in ~at 
confidence that this article is invaluable in the treatment of Y•I· 
!ow F•ver. It is also said it work• well with the essence of 
corn, wherefore, your committee recommend the passage of th'll 
Bill. 

Mr. Flanagan, from the same committee, reported Llaclc • 
Bill granting the consent of the State of Texns to the United 
States, to constrnct break waters, Jettys, dams and other improve­
ments on the coast of Texas. And fl Bill to incorporate the 
Texas Marine Rnil-way 1 and Building A .. ssociation, and recom· 
mended I heir passage. 

Mr. Potter, chairm•n of the cornmitlee on the Judiciary, to 
which was referred a Bill to anthorize the Clerk of the District 
Con rt.of Wnshin!?ton county, to transcribe cerlain records therein 
mentioned, reported the same back and recommended its pass­
age. 

Mr. 'Potter, from the ~aine committee, to which was referred 
a Bi!! nuthorizing agents and attorneys to 1nake affidavits in 
certain cases, reported a sub~titule therefor, and recommendeditl 
adoption and passage. 

Mr Potter, also, made the follo\ving report: . 
The Judiciary Com:nitlee have considered a Joint Resolutton, 

''Proposing an a1nendment to the constitu1ion,'' and Ii mnjority 
of the committee direct me to report the same back to the Senate 
and rccom1nend its pnssage. 



1'lic obj~ct of the prup·), ... r•tl t1.n1e11d1nent is to e!l.'.l.Lle the l.eg1s· 
latnre to provide hr ~en<-·rnl la,Ys fur tile creation of private cor­
porations, \Vliir.11 the Corn11111te arc of•1piniun ~an nut be done un. 
der the prcsP.nt provit-iious nf the cunsti!ulion. _J[uch of the 
time of the Le'..!blnturL' is 11,i\V tak1.H1 up, and the St3t~ is put to 
great expense -in Jegi:-.l;ni11~ 11p1.1n Jll'i\.·a~c corporation ~i!ls 1 nll 
or a great p•.irti.in ·_,f ··:h11·h euu

1

!d be qliv1ateJ,.had the Leg1sla.­
t11rc the p1)\\·ur t.;J pas:-; ~et11.:ral i:t\,-s, under \Vb1ch these corporn· 
tions could be cr1.:ttlt·d. 

The Co.n1nitt4.!e CUl'IJC;'.jtly J\:CO!ll\1L.:ll<l the ru~snge uf the ._Toint 
Resolution. 

The Jndicial'y (\i1nrnHtcc have considered a .Juint Rrsointion; 
''Proposing an an1e11d1r1l·nt of lhe Const1tutio11/~ nud n 1najority 
of the co1nrnilfee direct nu~ to rC'purt tbc san1e back to the Senate, 
and recommend ira pns~ngC'. 

The object of the proposTJd nn1rnd1nent of the constitution:;­
is to ernpo\';Cr :lie Gnvernor to in::tkc tPu1porf1.ry appoint111ents to 
fill vacancies tl.·~~t J.llay occ<l~ in the c11fice of Judge of the :-;n­
prerne and District Cun rt~: nnd othl!r offices thprcin u::uned, un­
til such vacancies can he filled by a regn!ur election by the 
people. Ln<ler :lie provi::;il)ns of the runeuJrncnt to the collsti­
tutivn, apprvy:.:J .Tannnry :Gtbi I8:ill, these offiC!.:S can only be 
lill{"d by election Ly the 11n:•Ji:iet1 t.'lcctors of tbe State,~nd the 
Go .. ·crnor has Ct) jiO\\.tl' to tiJ: 1.rac.1.11cie:s thJt 1nny occur in any 
of them. 

:1Ir. t:cott, C'11•drrnan Clf the c:i.:.111r11ittt_:e on Public J.Jands, to 
\Vhich \Vas l'l'ft.:fft_:·1 a 3:;1 grantin,:! i•cJ:call 1.-.Jand, iri (~alves­
ton Bay, co tl.1.c corporatio~1 of t 1:t! city ofGalvl:-:;ton, reported tho 
sa1ne back, and recoi111nen<l1~d its pri.3.:;.'\g-e. 

Mr. l)irkt.·y1 t'rt:..:-:.1 Ilic con1t1.iltt!e vll Public Lauds, to which 
'vas rlferred a l~:Jl re:quiri:1~ n.Il gf:11uine evidences of clni1ni'. tn 
land, to be locat..:<l by a linJP- Lhl'rein l:'pecificd, 1cpor!ed a substi­
tute tberci'ori t1nd rcco1nme11ded it:; ado1Aion and p<1ssnge. 

Jir. Cald\·;cll, ch:dn11u11ufthc1...:1.:n1n1itrecon Indian ..("\(fairs. 
inndc the foll O\\' iug report: 

'I'J1c f:on1111ilt1;:e on Ind inn ... ~1T..1irt-:, to \\'h;ch 1\·ns rt'\·crred a 
I.:ill for the protccqou 1·f the \\-e.':itern frontil~l', linve had the sarne 
L . .1dcr considerati1_1n, n11<.l fron1 the te.sti111011y !:inLn1itte<l to the 
con11nittec, they arc fnlly irnpr·.:..~>cJ -.1 iill the iu1portt1.uce of cx­
teudin~ i111111_c~i1.tlc relii;.f to uui' i:npcrfcctly protected frontier; 
some ol onr cH1z1J11s arc n1nrdered, others c::irricd into hopele~s 
~aptiviry, nnd :~ lar;;e rp1nnti~y of th...: property of vthC'rS is taken 
tro1n lht_:!U, \vln\t;t ~·cine purtlOlli i~ l;L:ill'.:! nhandouc<l from its 
want of sccnrity. -



'l'he quontily ufmen specified in the Bill, oppe~rs to be large, 
but considering-the dauger and iinportance of t.he service to. be 
performed, it is believed that a lei:is qu~u11ity \Viii not acco·mpliSh 
the en(l desired. 'Ther therefurc rccou11neud the passar-'e of the 
Rill, \\dlh the follo\vi11g nn1endn1cnt: 

0 

Adel to the -~th section, "and receive the same pay and allo\v­
ance that \\'as al!o,ve<l to volunteers in the :::ervice of the United 
States during the \var \Vith i11exico."' 

On motion of Jfr. JlcCulloch, the rule requiring reports to 
lie on the table one day-, ""·ns suspended and the Bill and report 
rnade the special order of the day fur to.n1orrow at 11 o'clock. 

I\ir. Gninn, chnirn1nn of the con11nittee on engrossed Bills, 
reported the follo,ving bills, correctly cngrasscd, viz: 

A bill to anicud the -1th section of an act entitled an act reau­
latmg a1tachments, approved March lllh, 1848. A bill sup­
ple1nentnry to an act, authorizing the Coff11nissioners of the Gen­
eral IJn11d Office, to is~ne Patelll~ on certificates issued by the 
Board of Land Com1ni8::;ioners of RolJRrtson county, under cer­
tain restrictions, approved Februory 5th, lSiilJ. A Bill for the 
relief ofl-Iarrison cuunty. ..-l bill to anthorizc the county Court 
of Cherokee connty to levy an additional tax for the' purpose of 
building a Jail II(Jusc, and n bill supptcn1entnry to the act of 
.I?ebrua1·y 28th, 18-101 conc~rning "\Vil ls, and authorizing persons 
to dispose uftheir estates by \Viii. •. 

~1\1.r. 'ftty\or, of Fannin otlered the fullo,ving resolution: 
Resoll'L'li, rrh.tt the committee on printing cause to be print­

ed one hundred copies. each of the Reports of the ·rrensurer, on 
the snbject of co1n1non schools, nnd 011c hundred copies each, of 
the reports of the Commissioner of tile General Land Otfice,and of 
the Secretnrv uf State. 

Ou n1otio1i of Jlr. 1~uylor,of Cass, the resolution \\·as laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Flanuaga11 otfered the [o\lo\ving rcsolntion: 
Re8olved, 1'hnt n con11nittce be raised on the lJart of the Sen­

ate, consistiuftof fivi rnembers, to act iu conjunction \Vith the 
House's comtnilte-e) to tn.ke iuto considcratiou, the propriety Qf 
cnllln~ a con,~entiun for the pnrpose of revising the State con­
stitution, as all nded to by the Governor in his l\'lessnge. 

On motion of !'rlr. Palmer, the resolu!ion was laid on the table 
by the following vole: 

l~EAs.-l\lessrs. Allen, Brynn, Bnrronghs, Grimes, Gninn, 
Hill, Martin, ~fa«erick, Millican, Palmer, Pedigo, Pirkey, Ru•­
sell, Scott, Superv~ele 1 •ray\or of Cass, Taylor of Houston, 
\V' eatherford and l\'hitnker-19. 
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N AYs.-Ml:lssrs. Ctthl,vell, Flannagan, Scott, McCul!oclJ, 
Potter, Scarborough, Taylor ofE'annin, Truit and White-9. 

Mr. Weatherford introduced a bill to a11thorize the county 
Court of Dallas county to levy an additional tax for tbe purpose 
of building- a Court Hou;e; read first lime. 

Mr. Russeli in trod need a bill for the ~uppression of vice and 
immorality on the Sabbath, or Jlrst day of thP \veck, cotnrnnnl.v 
called Sunday; read first tirn•>. . • 

Mr. Grim( I introduced a hl!I making an appropriatJon 01 ten 
thous(lnd dollars lo de(ra~~ the contingent expeuses of da~ sixth 
Le~islature; read first time. 

Mr. Taylor, of Houston, introduced a bill to an1end an net to 
organize conntv Courts, approved Jbrch 16th, 18-18; read first 
time. -

Mr. Potter introduced a Lill authorizing the Coniptroller to 
issue duplicates of certain lust certifiicatcs of .sto(:k, on certain 
conditions ; read first tiine. 

Mr. Trull introduced a bill for the relief of James M. R<>bin­
son, and, a bill for the relief of the heirs of J olm P. Rolins, which 
were severally read first tin1e. 

A.. message was received frorn the House, iuforming the Senate 
that the House concllrred in the arnondrnent of the Senate to the 
resolution relative to going into the election of a ITnited St<ltes 
Sanator .. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
The resolution of the I-louse, askinCT the concurrcuce of the 

Senate, that the comrr.ittees raised in b~th Houses, fur the pnr 
pose of enquiring into the expL'diency of re-ol'ganizing the ,Jndi­
cial Districts of tho Stnte, be required to net as a joint comn1iltee, 
was read and adopted. 

The report of the co1nn1ittce on Printing, offering a sub­
stitute for a bill to re real an act regulating the public printing, 
approved December 27th, 1851, was read. 

Mr. Taylor, of Cass, offer-cd a substitute therefor, \\·hich \Vi\S 

adopted and ordered to be engrossed. 
A bill to amend the f1urth section of an act, entitled an act 

reg11lating attachmeuts, approrcd ,Warch 11th, 1848; read third 
time. 

Mr Taylor, of Fannin, offered the following amendment: 
Strike out the words "or that bu is about to ren1ove his 

property beyond the county iu which the suit is to be com• 
menced.'' 

On motion of Mr R119'el! tlie amendment was laid on the 
table. 



.Mr Whito offered the following amendment: 
Strike out the words "secreting or transferring his property 

for the purpose of defrauding his creditors." 
On motion of Mr Palmer, the amendment was laid on the 

table. The bill was then passed. 
A uill supplementary to the Act of February 28, 1840, con• 

cerning \Vil ls, and authorising persons to dispose of their esta'te'i · 
by will-read third time. · 

){r Palmer offered the following amendment: 
Strike ont after "\vills," iq section 1st, the c.oncluding lises,. . 

and insert "and. the provisions of all other Acts, so for as they 
conflict with this, be and the same are hereby rcpe~led "­
adopted. 

Mr White moved thnt the l>ill he indefinitely postponed~.· 
On motion of Mr Mc Dade, a call of Ihc Senate was ordered. 
On motion of Mr Grimes, Mr Armstrong was excused from 

attendance on account of sickness. 
The Senate being foll, the yeas and nays were called on the 

indefinite postponement of the bill, nnd were as follows : 
Y EAs-Messra Bryan, Burroughs, Doane, McDadc, Martin, 

Russell Sco\t, Superviele, Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, 
and Wh.ite-11. -

N AYs-Mcssrs Allen, Caldwell, Flanagan, Grimes, Guinn 
Hill, Hord, Lott, )foCulloch, Maverick, Millican, Palmer, Pe'. 
digo, Pirkey, Potter, Searborongb, Taylo,., of Houston, Truit 
Weatherford and Whi taker-20. Lost. ' 

Question being on the passage of the bill, it was rejected by 
the tOllo\vi~g vote: 

Y EAS-~1essrs .A.lien, Cald \\·ell, Flanngan, Gritnes, Guinn 
Hill, Lo~, Mav·erick, Palm.er, Pirkey, ~)otter, Scarborough: 
Taylor, ol H.onston, Weatherford and Wlutaker-15. · 

Nus -Messrs Bryan, Durronghs, Doane, Hord, McCulk,ch, 
McDade, ~lartin, Millican, Pedi!;o, Russell, Scott, Snperviele, 
Taylor, of Cass, Taylor, of Fannin, Trnit and White-Ht,· 

Mr Millican n1oved to reconsider the vote just taken. 
On motion of Mr Taylor, of Cass, tho motion was laid on 

the table uncil Monday the 2oth inst. 
A bill to authorise the County Court of Cherokee connty, jo 

levy an additional tax for the purpose of building a jail house 
-read third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Potter, the Senate took l\ recess of. five 
minutes, preparatory to going into the election of United States 
Senator. ' 

Recess ha•ing expired, the Senate was called to order: 



A 111c::.::ia~c \\'<lS l°l!Cl!i\"e1l (r.i1u tl1l! 1-!uus.e, tLrougli tLcir (~hicf 
Cl~rk, inYitin~ the f:.enntc int•J 1l1c Ifall of tl1c Ilon~e, fln· the 
purpose of electi11.~ a l~11ite:l States Scnnt•)l'. '1i:-hcreupon tlte 
Senate l't!pn.ircd tu the ll,11l olf tlie 11,Jusc of l~·~preSi.!Bt11ti\'CS. 

L\ JUJ:\T ~ES:SIU::'\. 
1.,hc roll of the Scn:1t1: lJeln:; called. au{'.1 a r1n1Jru1n prcscnt­

)[r F1ann£!"nll. un ~!11~ 1-·:;:·t df r11l! :'cL:ite, nc111inated Thornas 
J. Rnsk. ~'l'l1l'r't: h:·iJl~ ~l·) •_·'.11vr uo:uinn.tinn. ,\Ir l~n-.-k recei\·ed 
the unanirn·Jl\S \'v~l! "t· the ."3i.:uate. .Jlr Rn;k having,· also, re­
ceived the nnani1n•JL16 \"ute of lli~ Jluust; \'las d.:ch1rt.'.J, l.iy the 
Speaker, constitntioually nud Je~,1lly cketed Cuited titntes 
Senator for and Jurin:r the terin uf :;ix ycar.s, fru1n and after 
tho ·1th day of .Ha,.ch, 1S57. 

On tnotion, tlie Nenate rcturuetl to tlieir cl1u1nher. 
A bill snpplen1eutal'y tu an .. A.ct authorising the Co11nni:5sion­

crs of the Gener:d Land Ofrh:e to i~bue patl'nta on certificat~B 
issnetl by the board of laud Cl_l1nn1issioner;; of Rohcrtson connty, 
under certain ru:;trieti•111~) :tppruyeJ Feb. 5th. l :-::i50-rtJad thire 
time and passe1l. · 

A bill far the reliL:f of H;trrii:i•)ll county--r.:aJ lltirJ tirnc nnd 
passed. - -

On inntion 11f ~[r _:l.fartin, the E!ea:i.te aJjnur1:c<l until 10 
o'clock tv 1nCJl'I\•'.\. 111uruiu;;· 

• 
FRID.\Y, Xt1Y. l~tlt. 1.~:i5. 

The Senn.to \\•as calletl tn order hy the _Pre5.ident, l1nl'$!Htnt 
to ndjourn1ne.1t. J>r.tycr by the Cli:iplain. Ii·Jll callcrl-11nr)­
rum prcacnt. 

The Journal of y~i::t~rday \Vas rc'.ld and adopted. 
l\1r 1,aylor, of Cass, presented llic credentials of I-Inn John· 

son \Vrcn, senator elect fro1n the Seco11d Senatorial Distric-t, 
composed of the cou11tics ot' _Lrunar anJ liopkinB, \Yho cnrne for· 
warU, 'vas q ualifieU antl took his seat. 

Mr McDade presented die petition uf rrho1nns linnt, attor· 
ncy in fact fur ~hQ hcird at la\v of .. \_lexander J)uula.p. Rcf~r· 
red to the co1nmittec on private land clairns. 

1\fr 1\..llen prcscnteJ the petition of sundry citizens of Denton 
and Cook counties; relCrred to the coinn1ittee on puUlic lands. 

Mr lruit presented t.he infur1na.l _petition of \Vilhan1 Cravens, 
of \Villiam M Howitt, s,.., ana ol Mercer Fane; referred to 
the committee on pn bl' c debt. 

Mr Guinn, chuir1nau of the co1n1nittce on engrossed bills, re~ 
por[cd a 1.JjJl lo :unenrl an art entitlr.rl an art rcp;nlating tJ1e 


